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man of vigour, that Mount Atlas, capable of supporting all things without a plaint, had been charged with the care of the two new-born Princes.
Because of the third, Mademoiselle de Blois, and of the little Comte du Toulouse, I saw the minister frequently, and I was one of the first to remark the change in his face and his health.
During his last illness, I visited him more often. One day, of his own accord, he said to me:
" How do you get on with Madame de Main-tenon ? I have never heard her complain of you; but I make you this confidence, out of friendship. His Majesty complains of your attitude towards your former friend. If the frankness of your nature and the impatience of your humour have sometimes led you too far, I exhort you to moderate yourself, in your own interest and in that of your children. Madame de Maintenon is an amiable and witty person, whose society pleases the King. Have this consideration for a hard - working Prince, whom intellectual recreation relaxes and diverts, and make a third at those pleasant gatherings where you shone long before this lady, and where you wouldM. Colbert, that
